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of Sydney, prophesying a new era of social freedom for those
who accepted service for the State.

" If," I said, " the State demands the responsibility of its
citizens for its safety, then the State itself must accept responsibility
in times- of peace for the security of the individual citizen within
its boundaries."

And though my vast audience of some thousand persons
responded whole-heartedly to a political suggestion with which
it found favour, with the exception of a few callow youths they
resisted my appeal to come forward as volunteers for the Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders.

With experience of certain of the mechanical and tactical
defects of the machine-gun, I experimented with various improve-
ments which I had designed. I had these manufactured in an
iron-works in Edinburgh, the most important being an auxiliary
hyposcope and firing-lever attachment. This gave control of
the gun to a man firing two feet below its level, so that the
gunner himself would be completely hidden and under cover
while the gun was in action. He obtained a view of his target
by sighting it through a series of tiny prisms fixed on to the
back-sight, while instead of the thumb-piece for firing he had a
lever and handle which gave him greater control over the
gun.

So successful were my demonstrations that I was commanded
to take my inventions to the Small Arms School, and exhibitions
were given at Erith before experts from the War Office. I re-
ceived a letter of thanks ! Having been three times passed over
for promotion, I applied immediately for release and for recom-
mendation for promotion. The suggestion was coldly resisted,
but Maxwell Rouse, who throughout had championed my cause,
enabled me to secure an appointment in June as Brigade Machine-
Gun Officer to the looth Infantry Brigade of the 33rd Division,
then completing its training on Salisbury Plain.

The Brigade was under command of General Twigg, retired
from the Indian Army, a quiet man with the cultured mind of
the best type of retired officer : the Division under that of
Major-General H. J. Landon, who controlled its destiny up to the
time of the disaster at High Wood, when he disappeared, having
failed to leave any impress of his character or leadership among
us. I spent much of my time with my groom, Bill Clegg, who
stayed with me to the end of the War, trying to break in a foul-
tempered chestnut horse. It appeared with hairy fetlocks, and,